AUGUSTINE BIRRELL

People was in print. In this great pamphlet Milton
asserts, as against the doctrine of the divine right of
kings, the undisputed sovereignty of the people ; and
he maintains the proposition that, as well by the law
of God, as by the law of nations, and the law of England,
a king of England may be brought to trial and death,
the people being discharged from all obligations of
loyalty when a lawful prince becomes a tyrant, or gives
himself over to sloth and voluptuousness. This noble
argument, alike worthy of the man and the occasion,
is doubtless over-clouded and disfigured by personal
abuse of Salmasius, whose relations with his wife had
surely as little to do with the head of Charles I as had
poor Mr. Dick's memorial.47 Salmasius, it appears, was
henpecked, and to allow yourself to be henpecked was, in
Milton's opinion, a high crime and misdemeanour against
humanity, and one which rendered a man infamous,
and disqualified him from taking part in debate.

It has always been reported that Salmasius, who was
getting on in years, and had many things to trouble him
besides his own wife, perished in the effort of writing a
reply to Milton, in which he made use of language quite
as bad as any of his opponent's ; but it now appears
that this is not so. Indeed, it is generally rash to
attribute a man's death to a pamphlet, or an article,
either of his own or anybody else's.

Salmasius, however, died, though from natural
causes, and his reply was not published till after the
Restoration, when the question had become, what it
has ever since remained, academical.

Other pens were quicker, and to their productions
Milton, in 1654, replied with his Second Defence of the
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